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play each other theatrically.” He reminisced about the time when the mayoral candidates 
assembled in front of the Capitol building at dusk in February 2023 and fielded questions from 



Johnston as City Leader

Now that he’s Denver’s mayor, he’s taking the same approach with the unhoused—thinking 
broadly about how to build infrastructure and permanent housing for our citizens in need 
rather than following the longstanding policy of breaking up camps and moving the unhoused 
from one place to another. Upon taking office, he declared a homelessness emergency and 
started working on moving 1,000 of Denver’s unhoused into permanent housing and 
permanently closing those encampments.

He also asked other large-city mayors to accompany him on his visit to meet with the Biden 
Administration and ask for more financial support for cities supporting migrant refugees 
entering the country from the southern border. Johnston is also pushing for changes to work 
authorization procedures. “Once they move to permanent housing, they won’t be able to stay 
there for long without jobs,” said Johnston. “I talk to the restaurant and hotel managers who say 
they have jobs available, and I talk to the people who want to work. We can fix this problem,” he 
added.

Denver Mayor Mike Johnston takes questions from the audience

Johnston then took questions from the audience on a variety of topics, from Colorado’s 
environmental goals to daycare centers for migrant families to his efforts to provide full-day 
preschool to all Denver children.



Thinking about Becoming a Teacher?

We are enrolling new students for the spring 2024 semester. Call Dr. Rosanne Fulton, Director, 
UNC Center for Urban Education, at 303-637-4334 or email for more information. 
Watch our short video to learn more about the CUE teacher-preparation program.
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